
Appears healthy with normal development.
Prognosis assumed good.

Quickly develops soft stool or
diarrhea. Ravenous. Low or no
weight gain. Low activity level.

Death or euthanasia (3).

Early Research on Problem  Progression Reported on Juvenile Tree Squirrels
and Opossums in Rehabilitation using Esbilac® Powder made after 12/08

Upon admit:
standard first aid,
rehydration and
stabilization
protocol. Dilute
Esbilac® formula
1:3; 1:2 1/2; etc.)

Animal stable with normal stool. Add fats
to Esb with whipping cream or MultiMilk.

Appears healthy with normal
development. Prognosis unknown.

A few develop dark or rusty urine and involuntary
urination. Lethargy. Fever. Rapid death (2-5
days). Causes being studied (9/21/09).

Animal stabilizes with normal
stool, weight gain and behavior.

Change milk
replacer
product.

Add fats to Esb
with whipping
cream or MultiMilk.

Change milk
replacer
product.

No change or
improvement (1).

Problems
continue or
worsen (2).

Prognosis
guarded or
unknown.

OR

OR

(1) Continuing diarrhea. Ravenous. Slow or
no weight gain. Some secondary infections,
including respiratory and GI.

(2) Continuing diarrhea. Extremely underweight for age
(30-70%). Some respiratory and neurological conditions,
aggression, and other problems.

(3) Some necropsies show kidney and liver damage,
bacteria, signs of starvation. More necropsies and
tests are needed.

Initial problems seem to
occur more with younger
or compromised animals.
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Flow chart shows the process reported by many rehabilitators about cases with different small wild mammal species across the US in the
summer of 2009. While efforts were made to identify and eliminate causes other than the Esbilac® powder, it has been the common factor.
Other factors or concurrent conditions certainly may have contributed to or caused the problems (see examples on www.ewildagain.org).

This draft is not intended to draw conclusions or make recommendations, but shows that more research is needed.
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